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EDITOR’S RAMBLES 
 
Happy New Year and welcome to the January 2012 edition of Broadreach and 
a special welcome to our new members. 
 
2011 was another good year for the club membership having increased to its 
greatest number for quite a few years. 
 
We have had another varied programme of events and, in spite of the financial 
climate, managed to raise a total of £4000 in sponsorship for Michael Sobell 
Hospice.  Alan Darvill and I would like to thank all who, sailed, helped or con-
tributed in any way to enable us to achieve this figure.  It was much harder to 
run in 2011 than previous years with fewer Wayfarers, so the next event may 
need a rethink.  iIn the light of this year’s experience the committee has de-
cided not to hold the next one until 2013.  
 
Whether due to the poor summer or for other reasons articles and photo-
graphs of events have not been as forthcoming as hitherto please do put pen 
to paper or get out with your cameras and let me have more for the next issue. 
 
For those who have contributed articles and  photographs to this edition a big 
thank you.  
 
Don Kyle 
 

E-mail:               BroadreachEditor@BroadwaterSC.org.uk 
             Website:            www.BroadwaterSC.org.uk. 

 
THE DINGHY SHOW 

 

Saturday & Sunday 3rd & 4th March 2012 
 

Alexandra Palace  
 

If you are going to the show on the Saturday why not 
meet other BSC members for a picnic lunch in the 

Atrium between 1 pm and 1.30 pm? 



COMMODORE’S GYBES 

Dear Members, 
 
“Happy New Year” I hope that you all had a good Christ-
mas and are looking forward to the sailing year ahead. 
 
On a personal level I am pleased that the last 12 months 
are now behind me; supporting my parents through ill-
ness meant that I did not come to Broadwater SC as of-
ten as I would have liked, and I am aware that there are 

some new members whom I have yet to meet. 
 
2012 brings not only the Olympics (if you get to go to Weymouth to watch the 
sailing, please pen us an article for Broadreach) but is also the club’s 40th An-
niversary.  To celebrate we will be having a “bash” in June, with something for 
everyone to come along and enjoy.  
 
Also new for this summer will be an Island “Pimms & Picnic Work Party”; since 
the removal of the trees and vegetation a few years ago there has been a 
slow but steady re-growth, which, if we can keep on top of it now, will make 
our sailing a much better experience. 
 
If you find that you have some time on your hands, and are handy with the 
DIY skills please contact Brian Deacon (Buildings Manager) and / or Dave 
Tonge (Foreshore Manager).  Both have tasks that require small groups of 
members, for the odd day here and there, which all help to keep BSC in the 
fine fettle to which we are used.  Similarly if you have an hour or two spare 
each week, Harold would be delighted with some help mowing and hedge 
trimming. 
 
Within this edition you will find articles about BSC activities - Junior Fun Week, 
the Chichester Cruise, Charity “Race into the Dark” Event, Solent Rally, Fire-
works and the “3 Clubs Regatta” held at HOAC. 
 
Also enclosed you will find your 2012 Calendar and Membership Renewal 
Form, subscriptions have not increased and once again we are offering many 
a discount for early renewal.  
 
This year’s AGM will again be held on Tuesday 6th March, at the Clubhouse.  I 
would like to thank Guy Kilbey (who is not re-standing) for his time and assis-
tance, and ask if anyone who would like to stand for election, to contact John 
Finnemore (Hon. Secretary) via the website. 
 



Well as I dust off my drysuit and hope that our puppy hasn’t chewed a hole in 
my wetsuit boots, I wish you all a great start to your sailing year, and look for-
ward to seeing you soon. 
 
Best wishes 
Catherine Turner 

A MESSAGE FROM THE VICE COMMODORE  

I start with a huge thank you to all the many people who 
give their time so generously to make Broadwater Sailing 
Club such a success.  I am going to resist trying to list 
activities or individuals because it would be so unfair on 
those I missed out. 
 
Please keep up the great efforts, and keep watching the 
Broadwater website and notice boards where there are 
periodic appeals for assistance. 

It was my intention to spend much more time sailing and messing around by 
the water this summer, unfortunately other things have got in the way.  When I 
have been down to the club I have noticed that the club often has several dif-
ferent things going on at the same time and some specific issues have been 
brought to my attention.  
 
Cars in the dingy park 
 
The basic stance is that we don’t want cars in the dinghy park.  When the club 
is nearly deserted and people are working on either the club property, deliver-
ing consumables or delivering tools to work on your own boat, bringing the car 
to the firm path area outside the club house or the containers is acceptable.  
However we don’t want to mix cars and boats or cars and people, please 
move the car to the car park as soon as others arrive.  Please don’t drive 
down between the boats.  
 
Dogs in the dingy park 
 
The trial period for letting dogs in the dingy park has been generally well re-
ceived.  Recently I have been approached with some concerns.  Some dogs 
have been off the lead in the dinghy park and some have fouled boat berths.  
Some dogs have been entering the club house.  On occasion there have been 
so many dogs tied to the veranda that getting into the club house has been 
difficult and if you are not comfortable with dogs somewhat scary.  Dog own-
ers please comply with the letter and spirit of this trial.  Many have found it to 
be really helpful, but abuse of the rules or causing inconvenience to the gen-



eral membership will lead to enforcement of the no dog rule. 
 
Fisherman and Wildlife Neighbours 
 
We share the Broadwater Lake with fishermen and a nature reserve.  Please 
respect the row of white buoys at the far end of the lake that indicate the start 
of the nature reserve.  Please also do not sail close to the banks where you 
can pick up fishermen’s lines.  This has resulted in irate fisherfolk being quite 
unpleasant because their day has been spoilt.  We should not sail around the 
edge of the lake to “keep out of the way,” the rules of the road and courtesy 
between dinghies make the open water available to all (and the wind is bet-
ter.) 
 
Clearly different members want different things from Broadwater Sailing Club.  
As a committee member it is part of my role to try to keep a balance and to 
broker compromises.  This requires two elements, firstly someone to raise an 
issue and secondly feed back about how successfully the club is meeting the 
various expectations of members.  
 
Finally the committee and I do want to know how you feel about the club, what 
good ideas you may have to move it forward as it passes the 40th Anniversary 
in 2012.  Come to the AGM and make your views known.    
 
Stewart French 
Vice Commodore 

 

40th Birthday celebrations 
 

23rd and 24th June 
 
2012 marks the Club’s 40th Birthday and we thought we would celebrate in 
style, on the weekend of 23rd/24th June we will be holding a weekend of fes-
tivities, final programme to be confirmed but this is what we intend. 
 

Saturday Afternoon a Junior sailing event 
Saturday Evening a Buffet and Ball with live Music in a Marquee 7.30 
till v late Tickets probably £25 per head, more details to follow 
Sunday Fun Regatta with something for everyone, serious races, La-
dies race, crews’ race and ending with some silly races 

 
Put the date in your diary now.  We will announce more details as and when 
they are finalised, keep looking at club notice boards and the website 
 
Graham Darvill 



Membership News November 2011 

I would like to extend a very warm welcome to the following new members: 

Your fellow Broadwater members will be very happy to have a chat or offer 
advice.  I hope you all enjoy sailing at Broadwater. 
 
YELLOW DROP BARRIER & PADLOCK 
  
We are aware some members have experienced problems with their keys in 
the padlock on the yellow drop barrier.  Unfortunately a large batch of keys, 
cut 18 months ago, would appear to be just a little short.  As a temporary 
measure we have placed a combination padlock alongside our key operated 
padlock.  
 
IMPORTANT - when locking the barrier, please take a few moments to ensure 
that the combination padlock is in between the chain and the key operated 
padlock; we have had a number of telephone calls from member’s trapped 
one side or the other of the barrier.  
 
If you have a key which is causing a problem please let me know by e-mail 
below or via my link on the Club website so that we can arrange for you to 
have a replacement in due course. 
 
TO ALL BOAT AND ROAD TRAILER BERTH HOLDERS  
 
Please don’t forget to keep your berths mown.  
 
John Caskey 
Membership Secretary 
 
membershipsecretary@broadwatersc.org.uk 
 

 
Jeremy Valentine and family 
Nick Hearne and family 
Simon Ashby and family 
Andrew Howson and family 
Jose Sanandres and Barbara Wojno 
Bob Gryspeerdt and family 
James Smith 
Georgina Ayres and Linda Clark 

 



Race into the Dark Saturday 10th September 
 
During the week before this event the organising team anxiously watched the 
weather forecasts for Saturday which were changing daily and seemed to be 
getting progressively worse.  At one time strong winds and a period of heavy 
rain were forecast for a significant part of the day.  However, Friday turned out 
to be a reasonable day for preparation activities, which included fixing lights 
on race marks and erecting a marquee.  There was a glimmer of hope that 
this improvement in the weather might carry over to Saturday.  The Saturday 
morning forecast was benign compared with what we had been forecast ear-
lier in the week and as Race Officer I was relieved to see a steady 15 mph S 
or SW wind forecast through the day into the evening, with a period of rain in 
the afternoon and temperatures around the average for mid September. 
 
Onshore, preparations were in hand to feed the masses, Katharine and Char-
lotte Walford had prepared the food in advance and the galley soon filled up 
with willing helpers to get ready for lunch.  Meanwhile Heather Darvill was set-
ting up the craft stall and Jamie Darvill commandeered the first container to 
provide children’s entertainment, the BBQ was laid ready for the evening, 
safety boats were deployed and dinghies rigged.  Barry Mellor had volun-
teered to act as MC when he wasn’t sailing and did a splendid job keeping the 
programme to time and telling everyone what was happening. 
 
The entry of six Wayfarers and one Feva was disappointingly low compared 
with previous years, but another Feva materialised on Saturday morning.  The 
Wanderer which was masquerading as a Wayfarer withdrew, unable to muster 
sufficient people to make up a team, but we had enough boats for racing. 
 
Once again Rod Lacey, a Michael Sobell House Trustee, came along to start 
the race in a good sailing breeze.  All the boats got to the line on time and 
there was an orderly start in spite of Joyce in “Girlies Sail for Fun” suddenly 
finding herself holding a tiller and rudder that were no longer attached to the 
boat! 
 
During the first hour “Susan Bond” and “Old Bangers” were in close company 
and drawing away from the other boats.  After an hour or so crew changes 
broke up this duel.  By 2 pm the sun had put in a brief appearance and the 
breeze shifted to the West and fell away.  This did not last long and a brief pe-
riod of rain arrived mid afternoon, later than forecast, together with wind 
stronger than the forecast 15mph to spice up the sailing at the expense of 
those enjoying a late lunch on shore.  The brisk wind continued for the rest of 
the afternoon gusting quite strongly and brought about some capsizes notably 
the Fevas but everyone kept going and the rain soon cleared away and the 
cloud lifted. 
 



After more crew changes the leading boats were “No Generation Gap” and, 
six minutes behind, “Susan Bond.”  Meanwhile “Girlies Sail for Fun” were in 
trouble again with a damaged sail and were towed in by a safety boat.  Girlies 
are not easily put off and they transferred, together with their completed laps, 
to the Club Wanderer to continue sailing.  Soon after 4pm disaster also struck 
“No Generation Gap” which was forced to retire with a frayed shroud and a 
disappointed team, this did however enable Graham Darvill to give much 
needed help to his dad, Alan, with the BBQ. 
 
The Junior Race finished at 6pm with Feva 3780 “Black Pearl” completing 20 
laps and Feva 1056 “Crawford’s Crew” completing 16 laps.  Both teams im-
pressed with  their sailing skills and tenacity in conditions that at times were 
quite demanding. 
 
Well done 
              
Black Pearl team: 
Jonathan Gilmore Katie McManus Ben Kingston James Kingston Dylan 
Whitaker 

 
Crawford’s Crew: 
Beth Saul Will Harman Jo and Emma Crawford James Layton Sissi, Sophie 
and Marie Wensel 

 

Beth and Saul from Crawford’s Crew 



Just four Wayfarers were circulating after the Juniors came ashore with 
“Susan Bond” leading “Old Bangers” by three laps. 
 
As the sun went down the temperature dropped but the wind strength held up, 
gusting a little from time to time.  For the last hour or so the sky cleared and 
the nearly full moon put a sparkle on the water.  The “Susan Bond” team 
speculated whether they had completed sufficient laps to allow them to retire 
to the bar before the finish and still win, but as “Spirit of Islay” had one dona-
tion based on the number of laps completed, they stayed on the water to the 
end.  All four boats kept sailing in what was a decent breeze until 10:00pm 
when the now traditional rocket signalled the end of the race with “Susan 
Bond” three laps ahead of “Old Bangers”. 
 
The Dorothy Smith Trophy was won by Gill Kyle and her team in “Spirit of Is-
lay” who raised £1,010.  In these hard times fundraising is becoming increas-
ingly difficult but we nevertheless managed to present Joe Sandercock from 
Michael Sobell House with a cheque for £4000.  
 
Many thanks to: John Smith the Principal Race Officer; Kevin and Mary who 
once again recorded the progress of each boat; Anne Darvill, Gill Kyle, Lorna 
Rookledge and Charlotte Walford who toiled away in the galley and especially 
to Sandy Gould who seemed to spend most of the day at the sink washing up; 
Paul Abbott and Keith Rookledge behind the bar and Alan and Graham Darvill 
for the excellent BBQ.  Finally thanks to all those who helped in one way or 

 

Definitely a Fun Event - Elizabeth & Fiona in Spirit of Islay  



another to make the day a success. 
 
The Sponsorship Money Collected by the Teams was: 
 
Spirit of Islay                               £1,010 
No Generation Gap                    £685 
Susan Bond                                £660 
Old Bangers                                £390 
Girlies Sailing for Fun                 £105 
Black Pearl (Juniors)                  £50 
Crawford (Juniors)                      £45 
Other donations                          £214 
 
Other donations and the onshore activities contributed the remainder to make 
up the £4000. 
 
Many thanks to all who contributed to the success of the event 
 
Don Kyle & John Smith 



Letter from Joe Sandercock of Michael Sobell Hospice 
 
“The Race into the Dark” 
 
MSH would like to say a really big thank you to everyone involved in your 
“Race into the Dark" Event this year, raising an amazing £4000 for the hos-
pice.  It was another fantastic effort from all the teams and organisers and 
your continued support is hugely appreciated. 
 
We are very reliant on the kindness of supporters just like you, and you can be 
assured that your donation will be spent wisely. 
 
All the care that we provide to our patients and families is free of charge, al-
though it costs £6,000 per day to run our hospice, of which approximately 
£2,500 per day is met from fundraising and charitable donations. 
  
As you can imagine, in this new era of austerity, many charities are reeling 
from both National Health Service cutbacks and an overriding sense of eco-
nomic uncertainty amongst long-term supporters.  The hospice is therefore 
very dependent on charitable support to continue to provide many of its ser-
vices for the local community, including the Day Therapies Unit, Outreach 
team (nursing at home), Therapies, Social and Counselling team, and an Edu-
cation function.    
 
We are extremely proud of the services we are able to provide and we hope 
you are too, because without the support of people like you, it simply wouldn’t 
be possible.  
 
Our heartfelt thanks go to all at Broadwater Sailing Club and we wish you 
good sailing winds for the future. 

 

AGM 
 

Tuesday 6th March 8 pm in the Clubhouse. 
 

Please come along to support your club or better still 
volunteer to help our hard working committee. 

 

Whatever you decide we really do need to hear your 
views. 



Nelson Regatta 13th November 2011 
 

The Broadwater Nelson Regatta, comprising three handicap races, is held 
each year on the occasion of Remembrance Sunday.  The weather for this 
year’s event was stunningly good for mid-November, with warm bright sun-
shine and southerly 10mph winds, resulting in a good turnout of 19 boats.  It 
was also good to see four Enterprises, including the club boat, turning out to 
race; something that hasn’t happened for a long time and hopefully will be re-
peated! 
 

The first race is always held early so that all boats can get off the water in time 
for the club’s formal recognition of Remembrance Sunday.  Once again the 
two minute silence was solemnly observed and the club burgee was lowered 
by Colin Gent to the sounds of the Last Post broadcast over the radio.  
 

The club also used this occasion to present the prizes for September’s “Race 
into the Dark” event, the Michael Sobell Shield going to “Susan Bond” and the 
Dorothy Smith Trophy going to “Spirit of Islay”.  Catherine then presented Joe 
Sandercock of Michael Sobell Hospice with a cheque for the £4000 raised by 
the event.  
 

A gourmet lunch was prepared by Charlotte and Katharine Walford and 
served up by the Commodore Catherine, helped by Anne and Gill.  
 

The Handicap racing on the day proved to be both exhilarating and competi-
tive with several classes of boat in with a chance of taking the trophy.  Race 
officer Dave Kinnerley ably ran the event and set some excellent courses.   
 
In the first race, Dave and Alan got off to a good start in their Merlin Rocket, 
closely followed by Graham and Mike in their Albacore and Travis in his Phan-
tom.  Some of the slower boats were however able to make better use of the 
rather shifty conditions on the beat and the race was eventually won by Greg 
and Pam in their Enterprise with Dave and Sandra coming second in their 
Graduate. 
 

In the second race Harold in a Laser got off to an excellent start but was un-
fortunately unable to hold off the competition to the end.  Dave and Sandra 
came first with Dave and Alan second and Greg and Pam third.  
 

And so, going into the third race, any one of four boats, (a Graduate, a Merlin, 
an Albacore or an Enterprise) was in with a chance of winning the event over-
all which says something good about the quality of the handicap racing at 
Broadwater!  
 
Ultimately Greg and Pam won the last race and the event overall and were 
awarded the Nelson Trophy consisting of a belay pin from Nelson’s Flagship 
Victory.  Dave and Sandra came second overall, with Graham and Mike third 



and Dave and Alan fourth. 
 
This year a prize was also given for the lowest place boat to complete all three 
races; an incentive to those further down the fleet to complete the whole 
event.  It was ably won by Pete Joseph and Paul Misner in a Miracle. 
 
Greg Hart 
Event Organiser 
 
Results: 
 
Helm                              Class                No                     Rank 
 
Greg Hart                       Enterprise         22569                1 
David Wilson                  Graduate           2974                  2 
Graham Darvill               Albacore            7507                  3 
Dave Weatherhead        Merlin                3608                  4 
Joyce Moon                   Enterprise         22456                5 
Stewart French              Graduate           3005                  5 
Harold Grenfell               Laser                 179601              7 
Colin Gent                      Enterprise         22543                8 
Aalan Darvill                   Solo                   4908                  8 
Andy Chaplin                 Solo                   4688                  8 
John O'Dowd                 Solo                   4200                  11 
Ken Hart                         Solo                   3890                  12 
Travis Benton                 Phantom           0                        13 
Pete Joseph                   Miracle              3403                  14 
Nick Fairweather            Enterprise         22150                16 
Paul Tarbox                   Laser                 183072              17 
Paul  Haywood               Solo                   3410                  14 
Barry Mellor                   Miracle              2125                  18 
Ian Cherkas                   Supanova          396                    19 
 

The Traveller Trophy revived. 
 
On Saturday 5th November HOAC hosted an open meeting for three local 
clubs, Rickmansworth, Broadwater and HOAC.  This was the first of a series 
of local meetings which will in turn be hosted by the three clubs. 
 
There was a good turnout of dinghies ranging from Albacore to the Vortex, in 
all twenty–one were on the water for the first race.  Four of these were Broad-
water boats, Greg and Pam in their Enterprise, Dave and Sandra in the 
Graduate and Brian, Emma, Graham and Mike in Albacores.  
  



What a pleasure to sail with no shallows and no weed, albeit on a smaller 
lake.  The start line was fairly short leading to some aggressive, but good na-
tured jockeying for position.  Good starts were imperative as a bad start left 
you trying to get through the fleet on the small lake.  All three races were 
sailed in a reasonable wind of F3 with occasional gusts, the lack of hills 
around HOAC giving softer shifts than we are used to at Broadwater.  
  
The Broadwater crews did well taking 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th in all three races.  
The final result giving Graham and Mike the new Traveller Trophy, Brian and 
Emma second (why did Emma get the wine!), Dave and Sandra third and 
Greg and Pam fourth. 
 
The day ended with an invitation to all to attend the fireworks at Broadwater.  
A successful day and we look forward to hosting a return meeting next year.   
 
Brian Deacon 

Junior Sailing  
 
It is now six months since I wrote my previous article about the first junior sail 
of the sailing season.  The final special event for juniors on 1st October was 
the Chocolate Regatta, a very well attended event that was enjoyed by all.   
We have had an eventful summer.  Saturdays in the early part of the season 
were extremely windy.  On five of the first six Saturdays, the wind was a force 
4 and gusting to force 5.  In these winds, some of the juniors even managed to 
turn the Optimists over, but they clearly relished the challenge and returned 
week after week.  The highest number of children on any one Saturday was 
42 and the average number was 25.  Many of the parents have become firm 
friends and families will often stay on after sailing for a barbeque.  
 
This year, I had a lot of help from parents and other club members.  As well as 
the regular sailing, we were able to prepare a number of juniors for RYA Cer-
tificates.  Oscar Bishop, Jamie Chaplin, Lucy Hewitson, Harrison Hunt, 
Marianne Kerslake-Williams, Julius Kiln and Ben Vernon all passed Junior 
Level 2.  Alex Waygood passed Junior Level 3.  James Kiln was able to go 
some way towards achieving Level 3, whilst Grace Constant, Jo Crawford, 
Jonathan Gilmore, James Layton, Will Harman and Katie MacManus were 
able to complete some of the tasks on Level 4.  Beth Saul passed her Junior 
Level 4 at Bury Lake Sailing base during the summer holidays.  Well done to 
everyone and a big thank you to the helpers.   
 
Junior Fun Week took place on 27th to 30th July inclusive.  The children en-
joyed taking part in team games and other sailing activities.  There was not 
much wind but the 22 children who took part had fun.  On the final Saturday, 
following a barbeque, there was a children’s fancy dress competition with a 



Harry Potter theme, won by Lucy Hewitson as Bellatrix Lestrange.  All of the 
children made a huge effort with their costumes.  Next, it was the turn of the 
family pets in the Pirate Pooch competition.  All of the dogs looked terrifyingly 
cute in their pirate outfits, but Robbie French won the prize.  The fancy dress 
competitions wes followed by the model raft competition and a race.  Oscar 
Bishop did very well in this event.  The only raft in the full size raft competition 
disintegrated within a metre of the shoreline.  The four day event ended with 
the usual mayhem on the water.   
 
Next season, I would like to get some of the children more interested in racing. 
We have some good sailors who could improve their skills by participating in 
club racing events.  Several juniors have turned out on occasions on Sunday 
mornings and Wednesday evenings and have proved themselves to be quite 
competitive.  Don’t forget that we have junior club Toppers and a club Feva 
that juniors can borrow.  Graham Darvill is interested in running racing events 
next season and I have enquired about the London Traveller Series, for clubs 
within the radius of the M25.  This is an open meeting series for Fevas, Top-
pers and Laser Rads.  The first meeting of this series will be at HOAC in 
March.  I will e-mail parents as soon as I know details.    
 
Pam Hart 
November 2011 

DUTY OFFICER TRAINING DATES 2012 
 
The Club will be running 3 Duty Officer training sessions throughout the year 
for new and existing members to learn or brush up on all aspects of being the 
Duty Officer.  The greeting of visitors and provision of safety boat cover for 
other members is why Broadwater SC is such a friendly and welcoming place 
to sail.  
 
Our members can sail at the weekends throughout the year, confident in the 
knowledge that another member will be present and offer help if required. 
 
The 2012 dates are: 
 

Saturday           31st March at 0930 and 1330 
Sunday              8th July at 1330 
Saturday           6th October at 0930 and 1330 

 
If you don’t know where to find the following: 
 

First aid box 
Welcome packs for visitors 
Blankets for warming wet sailors 



 

Another hard day on the Solent Rally 

 

The tide’s out - John Finnemore instructs the ladies in cake and sail 



 

Joe Sandercock presents the Michael Sobell Shield to the Susan Bond Team 

 

Joe Sandercock presents the Dorothy Smith Trophy to the Spirit of Islay Team 



 

Catherine presents Joe Sandercock with a cheque for £4000 

 

Junior Fun Week 



 

Building Rafts during the Junior Fun Week 

 

Where did we go wrong? 



2 way radios  
Hosepipe control tap 
Lawn mower fuel 

 
Why not sign up with Mark Turner (Duty Officer Rota Secretary) for one of the 
sessions. 
 
To contact Mark by e-mail go to the club website and click on his picture. 

CLUB CLOTHING 
 
The club has an arrangement with Ravenspring Ltd whereby club members 
can individually select and order a wide range of sailing, sports, and leisure 
clothing,  including dry suits, caps, bags, etc. with the Broadwater sailing club 
logo.  You can also add individual names / boat names together with the club 
logo for an extra charge.  Waterproof garments are resealed to retain their 
performance. 
 
How does it work? 
 
EITHER: 

•     Visit the Ravenspring website at http://www.ravenspring.co.uk/pages/
embroidery_club.htm 

•     Select items and complete the web form 

•     Ravenspring will phone back to discuss the order, confirm prices, and 
answer any questions 

OR 

•     Select the items you would like to purchase from the website or club-
house catalogue 

•     Phone Ravenspring on 01803 867092 
 
Delivery will normally be within five working days. 
 
Ravenspring is a family business run by Anne and Roger in Totnes, Devon.  If 
you have any questions or special requirements ring and ask them!  There are 
opportunities to save some postage costs by combining orders, and a dis-
count may be available for large orders (e.g. 20+) of similar items. 
 
The club receives 5% of the order value into the club funds. 
 



 

COME AND SAIL YOUR DINGHY ON THE BRINEY 
 

A casual cruise in company around Chichester Harbour – meet around 09.30 
am on the Hard at Itchenor for rigging and setting sail between 10.00 – 10.30 
am.  Subject to wind direction a gentle cruise to East Head beach for a picnic 
lunch and then afternoon teas (or ice-creams) at Hayling Island Sailing Club 
returning to Itchenor around 17.00 – 17.30 pm.  De-rig and an evening noggin 
at a local pub. 
 
All ages are welcome and coastal experience is not essential. 
 
Call David Banger 
                                        

Home Tel:         020 8868 9342 
Mobile:              07860 244946 
e-mail:               banger.2001@virgin.net 
work e-mail:      dbanger@frencon.co.uk 

 
We have had varied weather conditions over the years from Mediterranean 
sunshine and F3-4 breezes to cloud cover and up to F7 (see photographs 
from previous years on the web site).  I cannot unfortunately guarantee perfect 
weather but it has been proved the intrepid sailors from Broadwater can enjoy 
themselves in all conditions (on, in and out of the water).  Any further informa-
tion please call.    

CHICHESTER CRUISE - Saturday 16th June 2012 



Firework Event Saturday 5th November  
 
Fortunately the weather forecasters got it wrong again and the rain passed 
Broadwater by, thus helping to ensure a very enjoyable event for all who 
came. 

 

The Bonfire with the now almost traditional wooden boat on top 

The day began at 0900 with construction of the bonfire.  This year was proba-
bly the quickest build of all our bonfires but still as good.  Other more mun-
dane work followed, preparing fireworks, BBQ and food. 
 
At 1830 a Guy called Gary was added to the fire under a carefully balanced 
“Mirror” dinghy non-reflecting!  When the considerably large crowd was on site 
the children who had built the guy torched the red carpeted entrance to the fire 
and in a fairly short time an inferno was created.  Guy and Russell on BBQ 
detail were soon under pressure, likewise Chris and Paul behind the bar.  The 
galley staff, as ever were also kept on their toes. 
 
At 1900 3 rockets shot up into the night, the firework display had begun and 
lasted for some 20 minutes with the usual noise and colour.  The spectators 
showed their appreciation of the efforts of the “Pyrotechnician” with a loud 



round of applause.  This year’s crowd was enlarged by 30 visitors from HOAC, 
one of our neighbouring clubs who had just run a regatta to which BSC had 
been invited—our 4 dinghies took the first 4 places.  The visitors’ appreciation 
was shown in an e-mail from them thanking BSC for a superb evening. 
 
Thanks to Alan Gibbs, Paul Haywood, Paul Tarbox and Keith Rookledge for 
helping to build the bonfire and a very big thanks to all those hidden and seen 
for who helped make the evening a big success.  Thanks also to all who put 
donations amounting to just over £290 in the bucket which made a significant 
contribution to what is always a fairly expensive club event. 
 
Alan Darvill 

2011 Pre-Olympic World Tour 
 
The story so far. 
We are now camping a few yards from the boating lake adjacent to the sailing 
club in Brightlingsea, Essex.  The Daily Telegraph urges all elderly people to 
take extra care in the hot weather and dress appropriately so Sandra has 
made a welcome appearance in Levi shorts.  We sailed under leaden skies at 
Wroxham Broad in Norfolk last week in the Wroxham Regatta Week.  A very 
strong turnout for the Allcomer B races with Wayfarers, Lasers, Fevas, Na-
tional 12’s and the only Graduate in Wroxham taking part.  We scraped a se-
ries win in the morning, but in the afternoon a third, mainly because Mike 
McNamara (World Champion in Wayfarers and CEO of McNamara Sails) was 
taking part.  Also the new 16ft X-1 dinghy appeared, but after they had a few 
outrageous wins, their handicap was changed.  Wroxham make up their own 
handicaps, and we were reduced 2% last year - in the words of the Commo-
dore “You will have to work a bit harder to win”.  One very light wind day we 
managed to beat Mike as they could not get the Spinnaker set reasona-
bly.  Social highlight of the week was the Regatta Ball at £49.50 per head plus 
wine (so expensive I would expect 5 bottles for the price) needless to say we 
had a prior commitment.  The sailing here gets more popular every year and 
the Broad is getting very crowded. 
 
Top Sailing Tip 
After capsizing your N12, be careful how you stand on the carbon fibre 
plate.  One young man split the plate into two. 
 
So on to Brightlingsea and Pyefleet Regatta Week.  We have been here be-
fore but not for some 5 years.   Good to find the ramp into the water has been 
doubled in width but is still a very long walk back with the trolley at low tide! 
The Slow Handicap fleet starts alternately between mornings and afternoons 
for the week.  Sunday afternoon was our first race in a F4-F5.   Wind over tide 
with big waves washing over the foredeck.  Both bailers down kept the boat 



clear.  We worked hard but had a poor result. 
 
Sailing Tip of the Day 
Read the sailing instructions - only one of the Merlin fleet sailed the correct 
course. 
 
The weather has finally improved and light winds suit us.  3 bits of good news 
our handicap has been set to 1177 from 1160 as “Grads aren’t much good on 
the Estuary”.  The local Yacht club is open for dinner most nights and the of-
fering varies from farcical to exceptional but with wonderful views from the bal-
cony down the creek.  Also very pleased to be informed we are not the oldest 
sailors here as a very much older Helm has signed up in a Wayfarer.  Not so 
sure about my current Crew. 
 
Wednesday is a special Gold Medal race in honour of Reg White, Bright-
lingseas 1976 Olympic Gold Medal winner in a catamaran.  64 boats from fast 
Cats to Mirrors enter and with one start line it proves to be very interest-
ing.  We sailed 3 laps but the quicker boats manage 5 laps in around 2 
hours.  First is a 49er followed by 5 catamarans.  We finished 34th.  Thursday 
is grim with driving rain and a Force 6 so we give it a miss but Friday is much 
more pleasant and we get a great result in the easier winds.  The sailing club 
has entertainment every night including an excellent barbeque which attracted 
300 diners.  Some of the bands are very loud for sophisticated sailors, so we 
retire to dine in the town. 
 
We strike camp after a few days exploring the Essex coastline including a visit 
to Walton-on-the-Naze Sailing Club which is at the back of the town up a very 
narrow tidal creek.  We get an invitation to their Regatta next year which could 
be interesting, but with back-to-back races to make the most of the high wa-
ter,  we’ll see. 
 
On to Maylandsea Bay Sailing Club up another muddy creek of the Blackwa-
ter close to Maldon in Essex.  Two nice concrete ramps for launching, camp-
ing in the boat park and a well equipped clubhouse.  Luxury.  We complete 9 
races in four days with Friday being the special Head of the Creek Race.  We 
have 22 boats in the Dinghy Handicap fleet - Lasers, Larks, Xenons, Finn and 
some very well sailed Kestrels.  The Head of the Creek race was intriguing as 
they have apparently only tried it once before.  A mark is placed further down 
the winding muddy creek at high tide.  Nobody seems to be sure of how to ap-
proach it so we tamely follow the Kestrels who seem to have some local 
knowledge.  Suddenly we are aware of other boats arriving, sailing over to ap-
parently shallow areas so after the mark everybody lifts plates and rudders 
and chances the shortest route out.  A long run out of the creek to our normal 
sailing area, then a hard beat back to the club.  This suits the Graduate admi-
rably to manage a bullet.   



A feature of sailing here is drying of kit over the rail in front of the club.  This is 
a popular activity every day. 
 
A highlight of the week is the building of Hawaiian War Canoes.  All sailors 
join four teams and from four old dinghies,  sundry canoes, surfboards and 
spars - War Canoes are constructed with outriggers.  All are decorated with 
flags, sails and with water based paint.  The race takes place on Friday after-
noon on a short course.  The winners have a young lad to beat the drum to 
help the crew of 8 paddle to victory.  Two boats fail to complete the course but 
the children enjoy the swim!   
 
Other events include, sing a long Grease night, Quiz night (finishing just be-
fore midnight), Royal Yacht Tournament (Picos assembled and reassembled 
after being passed through ropes, under tarpaulins, carried through minefields 
etc.), Barbeque on the balcony, Ceilidh band and who could forget Professor 
Kaos!  He performs dangerous looking experiments after the excellent buffet 
and prize giving.  The Professor likes setting light to things and creating small 
explosions, however his best trick involves using a low power Taser to make 
people scream.  This man is insane! 
 
We had a great week scoring a second in the Dinghy Handicap fleet and get 
some nice framed photographs as prizes.  Saturday morning sees most sail-



ors press-ganged for cleaning up the clubhouse.  Sandra cleans the ladies 
loos and I mop the clubhouse floor. 
 
Sailing Tip of the Week 
If in doubt follow the Kestrels.  This is largely successful except for the day 
they got the course wrong and we didn’t. 

 
Highlights 

Professor Kaos at Maylandsea Bay Sailing Club 
Warm welcome from all at Maylandsea Bay Sailing Club. 
Surviving Brightlingsea without capsizing and getting 1177 as a PY. 
Beating the Wayfarer at Wroxham on a windless day. 
Lowlights 
Noisy camping on the public site at Brightlingsea. 
Long walk with the boat a low tide at Brightlingsea. 
Having to buy a new airbed at Canvey Island Camping due to deflation! 

 
Blue Tuesday 

Broadreach on the Web 
 

Printing costs preclude us using full colour photographs except in the centre 
pages and cover.  The web version is in full colour. 



BROADWATER SAILING CLUB - EARLY DAYS 
 

As we approach our 40th Anniversary I thought that a bit about the early days 
of the club might be of interest. 

 

The birth of Broadwater Sailing Club came about by the efforts of one man, 
David Trusler, a resident of Pinner.  Following an unsuccessful attempt to find 
a club that would allow any class of boat and was not dedicated to racing, 
David decided that the only answer was to start a club that would meet his 
own requirements.  To achieve this he examined maps of the north west of 
outer London and checked out every likely looking piece of water.  Broadwater 
Pit was discovered, and the owners, Redlands Gravel, were sympathetic to 
the idea. 

 

David advertised his intention in various boating magazines of the day and 
invited anyone interested to write to him giving some indication as to how 
much they would be prepared to pay to join such a club.. 

 

David received over sixty replies to his letter and this encouraged him to take 
his ideas further.  After successful negotiations with Redlands, including a visit 
to their head office in Knebworth, and a day spent on the lake in his beloved 
Tideway dinghy, ‘Duckling’, taking soundings and, together with David Pold-
ing, making a rough chart.  David felt that he had enough agreement and in-
formation to call a public meeting, present the facts to those interested, and 
determine if in fact there was support to start a club. 

 

Despite it being a cold night the meeting at Northwood Hills was well attended.  
Over 60 replies had been received by David and such was the interest that 
eventually at the end of the meeting many people queued up by the stage to 
write and give him their cheques for £15.  Broadwater Sailing Club was born 
that night. 

 

The birth of the Club was reported in the Harefield Gazette of the 4th April 
1972. 

 

A comphrensive history of the Club is available on the website. 

 

David joined us for the 30th Anniversary in 2002 and was in the Committee 
Boat to acknowledge a Sail-Past by the fleet.  Hopefully we will see him at this 
year’s celebration. 

 

Editor 



A NEW MEMBER’S FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF BSC   
  
Easy to find (on the Web).  Having been persuaded by the family that getting a 
boat would keep me out of mischief, the question was: where to keep it?  The 
internet made this a lot easier and the BSC website with its esteemed publica-
tion ‘Broadreach’ immediately brought it to the top of the list.  Further investi-
gation confirmed this. 
  
Good access to the water – this was true even with the challenge of the rela-
tively low water levels this summer.  Access to the site is, of course, not so 
immediate.  Driving for the first time up the track through the wonderful Wild 
Wood it was difficult to believe it could go on much further without reaching 
Watford.  I note some past blog comment on the state of the track and it is 
certainly wise to observe the 15mph speed limit if only for the good of your 
suspension, but as the county roads decline it will surely become increasingly 
difficult to tell the difference. 

Picturesque site.  It’s a good thing the track is so long as it allows time to accli-
matise to the beauty and seclusion of the lake.  
  
Flora and fauna.  The much acclaimed blue green algae may be a bit over-
rated; but I do like the way they twinkle golden in the sunbeams as you look 
over the side e.g. while trying to work out if you can blame your apparent lack 
of progress on a bunch of weed caught round the foils.  Meanwhile an adoles-
cent herring gull looks on superciliously from a buoy.  In late summer we were 
even able to witness the transient Egyptian geese playing a noisy game of 
How Many Egyptian Geese Can You Get On a Pontoon. 
  
Helpful advice.  This can be embarrassing to receive but it is undeniably use-
ful.  Such as the timely tip from the valiant rescue boat, after we had been 
blown over twice in quick succession by a good breeze, to tighten a few 
things – kicker?  Cunningham?  Outhaul?  Oh yes. 
  
Hot showers!  Much appreciated after the above incident.  My teeth stopped 
chattering and I resolved to get a wetsuit. 
  
Webcam.  This should allow the family to check that I am indeed out of mis-
chief.  Mysteriously it isn’t always operational.  For the last few weeks it has 
been stuck on a couple of figures looking at a boat.  I have just realised this is 
Peter Joseph (who has been initiating me into racing) and myself.  We are 
contemplating a spinnaker and wondering if I might be able to fly it without 
getting in a complete tangle.  Under ideal conditions later that morning Peter 
charitably assured me I was much improved.  We shall see. 
  
New Experiences.  Press ganged on ‘work party day’ into clearing up behind 



those same geese, my fellow pressed man confided in me from his seven (?) 
year-old perspective as he power-hosed the deck, shooting guano in all direc-
tions and wearing his buoyancy aid in case he blew himself backwards off the 
pontoon, he told me “normally I wouldn’t be allowed to do something like this”.  
It certainly was a lot of fun.  
 
Bob Gryspeerdt 

WORKING PARTIES 
 
“For sure the most enjoyable thing I have done all year” 
“This is why I joined a vibrant sailing club” 
I didn’t know you could have so much fun with most of your clothes on and 
wellies” 
 
These quotes cannot be attributed to anyone talking about the exciting days 
that are Broadwater working parties.  Working parties have been traditionally 
run twice a year to help maintain the club foreshore – this includes the boat 
park, slipways, car park, fences, storage containers, pontoons and anything 
else that is not the buildings.  The working parties have been held in March, to 
ensure the club looks its best for the Class Open Meetings run by the club, 
and in the Autumn to tidy up and make repairs after a hard summer’s use and 
allow any burnable material to be used on November the 5th.  
 
This year we have added a third working party.  It will be held in the summer 
on July 7th.  This will be a Pimms Picnic and Island clearing event.  Club mem-
bers are not allowed to land on the islands – except in an emergency – but we 
do have to keep the undergrowth down.  This is done to minimise the wind ob-
struction for racers but also helps the birds who prefer an open nesting site.  
Birds such as Terns, Oyster Catchers and many geese like to see what is 
around them.  There are special tern rafts on the nature reserve part of the 
lake that can be viewed from the bird hide on the Northwest bank.  We can 
only cut the growth back after the nesting has finished and preferably before 
all the seed heads have matured – hence the July date.  The islands have 
previously been kept clear by the same small group of 4 – 6 members who 
also mow the car park and boat park walkways.  I hope that this working party 
will help spread the work load! 
 
There are a number of larger or more specialised projects that need to be ad-
dressed in the next few months which will be better tackled by small groups as 
they will require rather too much specific attention to be carried out on a nor-
mal working party and should also be done mid-week to avoid disrupting sail-
ing activities. These are: 
 



•     Slipway extension 

•     Beach clear up and re-align 

•     Hedge root removal 

•     No2 slipway widening 

•     New container roof/airvents 

•     No2 (rescue boat pontoon) pontoon reposition and access improve-
ment 

 
What can you do to help?  
Please let me know if you have technical skills or access to tools that may be 
useful. 
Make sure you note the dates of the working parties in your social calendars 
so you don’t book something else that you may wish you hadn’t committed to 
later, when you realise you will be missing the joys of a Broadwater working 
party. 

SOLENT RALLY 2011 
 
Over the years we have been very lucky with the weather for the Broadwater 
south coast rally and this year was no exception.  Friday the 30th October was 
bright and sunny with a light F3 wind.  The crews of Solus and Dreamcatcher 
2 met off Calshot on Friday morning for a pleasant sail into the Beaulieu river 
and up to Bucklers Hard for lunch at the Master Builder.  With the tide at 
springs it was then a slow sail back into the Hamble river to meet the other 
two yachts taking part, Morwen and Valerie. 
 
Friday evening was spent catching up on news and sailing exploits over the 
last year.  Dinner in the Victory (Hamble village) had been arranged by Kevin 
and Mary, who also organised the weekend. 
 
Saturday came with a bit more wind but still some sunshine.  All four yachts 
left the Hamble bound for Wotton Creek.  A really nice late season sail across 
the Solent and into Wotton.  Easy to find, just follow the ferries but keep out of 
their way as the dredged channel is very narrow.  I have not been into Wotton 
for about twenty five years and was pleased to see it now has floating pon-
toons where the old piles used to be and a very nice clubhouse.  We took ad-
vantage of the high spring tides with all four yachts getting a berth for a lunch 
stop on the club pontoon.  The highlight of lunch was watching the barman 
pouring Guinness using the new sonic vibration to make a truly Dublin type 
head. 
  
We had to leave Wotton at mid afternoon to ensure that we all got to the Ferry 
Inn before the level dropped too much.  Neil and Shiv (Valerie) thought they 
may have a problem with the strength of tide past the Cowes chain ferry and 



the end of season hull weed with a small engine.  But did not need the prom-
ised tow from Solus as they arrived before we did with no problems.  Neil 
probably thought we would claim salvage and made Shiv and Arie row! 

   
Again Kevin’s organisation went well with all four yachts rafted together on the 
walk ashore pontoon at the Ferry Inn.  Being close to Halloween fancy dress 
was the order of the evening.  The Ferry Inn did not disappoint with an excel-
lent meal, most of the customers in fancy dress and the usual live music and 
table dancing to end the evening.  
 
There were a few sore heads Sunday morning, and a change in the weather 
with more wind and low visibility.  With farewells all round we went our sepa-
rate ways back to home ports.  The crew of Solus stopped for some retail ther-
apy in Cowes before having a great sail back up Southampton Water to 
Shamrock yard.  Avoiding the shallow at the entrance (not like last year) we 
arrived after a great weekend, and the last weekend in Solus which has now 
been sold. 
 
Memorable moment, the young lady in the marina office in Cowes asking if I 
had a good Saturday evening!  When I queried how she knew I was out on 
Saturday evening she pointed to my black nail varnish which I had forgotten 
about (Saturday evening fancy dress as a transvestite zombie)!!! 

 

Relaxing onshore 



Thanks again to Kevin and Mary for the organisation and to all those who took 
part. Looking forward to next year.  
                                                                                           Brian Deacon (Solus) 

 

Morwen 

 

Valerie 



 

Duty Officer Training 

 

This is one of our current racing community back in 1968 - who is it? 



 

Junior sailors prepare for their model boat race 

 

The end of a hard day’s racing - Blue Tuesday 



MICHAEL KILBEY ASSSOCIATES LTD 
 

Unit 19. Chiltern Business Centre. 63-65 Woodside Road. Amersham Bucks. HP6 6AA 

 

INDEPENDENT CONSULTANTS, SPECIALISTS IN ALL TYPES 

OF CLADDING, CURTAIN WALLING & ROOFING SYSTEMS 

 

Design : Specification : Condition Surveys : 

Acquisition Surveys : Expert witness Reports : 

Design & Calculation Checking : Expert Witness : 

Project Management & Supervision : PPM Surveys : 

Design & Loading Calculations : Failure Investigation 

 

For more information please call on 

Tel: 01494 723365    Fax: 01494 721194 
or e-mail guy@mkaconsultants.co.uk 

visit our web site at www.mkaconsultants.co.uk 


